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Coach’s Report 
Isaac Clark – Head Coach 
 
What an incredible year for Penn Sailing- our 
82nd year to be exact! I cannot express how 
excited and privileged I feel to be leading this 
program. We are gifted with the truly 
extraordinary support of all of our team 
parents and Penn Sailing alumni spanning all 
the way back to the 1960s. Without their 
unwavering support, logistical and financial, 
we could not have even started down this 
incredibly rewarding journey. 
  
It has been a year of firsts. Penn Sailing’s first 
Conference Championship win at the Spring 
MAISA Women’s Championship! Our first 
season with two trainers, Ahmad and the Penn 
Women’s Crew Land coach John Breen, who 
have improved the team’s fitness at a 

remarkable pace. Our highest finish at 
Women’s Nationals to date, taking 7th place in 
hair-raising conditions. Our first appearance at 
Coed Nationals Semifinals since 2016. Our first 
Women’s Team Race National Invitational and 
our first season engaging our entire team in the 
discipline of team racing for the 1st half of the 
spring season. This was also our first season 
competing in the entirety of the MAISA Team 
Race League, which pits the top 12 teams in the 
Mid-Atlantic against each other in a team 
racing series for the first 5 weekends of 
competition, culminating in the qualifier for 
Team Race Nationals, where we will hopefully 
compete next year! Our first Penn Sailing 
Winter Training Trip! Many of the residents of 
St. Thomas and St. John generously took us 
into their homes for a week long of team race 
training at St. Thomas Yacht Club. It was a 
perfect experience, and we made our first 
strides towards establishing a perpetual team 
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race curriculum here at Penn. We also had our 
first mandatory Spring Training during spring 
break. We traveled to the always beautiful St. 
Mary’s College of Maryland to begin our spring 
sailing training with the Seahawks. We hired 
our first assistant coach as well, Katja Sertl 
(Boston College ’16), daughter of Cory Sertl 
C’80. Katja joined the program this spring to 
coach regattas on the weekends, ensuring that 
for the first time the team had coaching at all of 
the regattas they attended. 
  
We have a small team, only 18 sailors, probably 
the smallest top 20 team in the ICSA. This 
characteristic of our team means it’s imperative 
for every member of that 18 to give everything 
they can to the program and their teammates so 
that any one person or boat is able to succeed. 
Clearly, they have accomplished this effort; 
they have performed beyond what everybody 
else and even what they themselves thought 
were their limits. In the beginning of this fall we 
were a young, scrappy, and hungry team. Now 
the team is a year older and more refined, but 
hungrier than ever. We have proved to college 

sailing and ourselves that Penn Sailing can 
become the best. Now we plan to make that a 
reality, day by day, regatta by regatta. We will 
Fight on Penn! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

The 2020 Penn Sailing 
Alumni, Family, and 

Friends Regatta 
Join us at the Corinthian Yacht Club of 

Philadelphia on Friday, May 15, 2020 

Congratulations to Pat Curran C’08 and 
Dana Hackett N’20 for winning the 

alumni division and Jenna Weiner C’21 
and her entire family for winning the 

family division! 
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Penn Sailing Team Endowment 
Fund Challenge 
 
Penn Sailing is proud to announce a $500,000 
endowment matching challenge gift from 
Richard E. Jaffe, C’79 G’79 to the Sailing Team 
Endowment Fund. This gift, which will match 
gifts to the Sailing Team Endowment Fund 
from donors on a one to one basis, will provide 
programmatic endowment that will ensure the 
long term financial stability of Penn Sailing in 
alignment with the goals to raise endowment 
funding during the Game Onward Campaign 
for the Future of Penn Athletics. 
 
“Sailing was the best part of Penn for me,” 
remarked Jaffe. “I want others to be able to take 
part in the great experiences I had within the 
program. Hopefully this gift will help provide 
those opportunities to all future generations of 
Penn sailors.” 
 
Jaffe, who was a part of the 1978 Kennedy Cup 
winning Penn Sailing Team, was inspired to 
make this gift in order to promote the need for 
endowment funding to others who were 
impacted by the program and to inspire them 
to invest back in Penn Sailing. He remembers 
his experiences fondly, especially competing at 
the Naval Academy in Luders 44 yawls, after 
the team rallied sailors from all over campus 
that came together as a great crew to win the 
prestigious Kennedy Cup in 1978. He hopes that 
this challenge will spur others to remember 
back to their favorite Penn Sailing experiences 
and invest in the program that provided such 
vivid memories and sparked a lifelong love of 
the sport of sailing. 
 
“This gift is an essential stepping stone in 
establishing a perpetually competitive sailing 
program at the University of Pennsylvania,” 
noted Isaac Clark, Head Coach of Penn Sailing. 
“This gift and others it inspires will ensure a 
thriving and impactful sailing program at Penn. 
It helps secure the operational funding we 
require in perpetuity to help support a number 
of factors within the program, including our 

coaches and trainers, our home base at the 
Corinthian Yacht Club of Philadelphia, our 
travel schedule and the ability to compete at 
the national championships.” 
 
The ultimate goal of this challenge is to 
leverage Richard’s generous conditional 
pledge to raise $1,000,000 in total for the 
program’s endowment, spendable income 
from which will have a positive impact on the 
program in perpetuity. Individuals are able to 
make one-time gifts or multi-year 
commitments which will be counted in their 
full amount towards the challenge goal. 
 
We will continue to provide updates on a 
regular basis to share the challenge’s progress. 
Penn Sailing hopes that everyone will 
participate! Only through the support of 
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alumni, friends, and family will this challenge 
succeed in unlocking these matching funds to 
benefit the program. 
 
To make a gift to the Sailing Team Endowment 
Fund today, you can visit 
www.pennsailing.org/endowment-campaign/ 
and click on the “Contribute Here” button.  

For more information on the challenge or to 
discuss making a multi-year commitment to 
the program, please reach out to Jon Kerzetski 
of the Penn Champions Club at 
jonkerz@upenn.edu or 215-898-6477. 
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Women’s Team Report 
Jenna Weiner – C’21 
 
Spring 2019 has been an amazing season for 
Penn Sailing, specifically the Women’s Team, 
characterized by changes which I am sure 
everyone would agree were for the better. 
With our two new personal trainers, we have 
improved our existing workout routine and 
heightened our level of fitness—specifically 
keeping in mind both physical and mental 
exercises that have direct translation to our 
success on the water. We also had a record-
breaking season, as we matched or improved 
our overall placement at each of these same 
events attended last spring. 
 
Another huge change was that instead of 
attending women’s fleet racing regattas every 
weekend like we have in the past Spring 
seasons, we decided to dive into team racing 
regattas exclusively until the last weekend of 
March. This shift gave the team a lot more 
freedom in terms of regatta rostering and led 
to more productive and motivated practices, 
knowing we all were working towards the 
same goal of becoming better team racers.  
 
This was my first season team racing in 
college, and I absolutely loved it. It gave me 
concrete goals to strive for every day, 
challenged me to learn new things from my 
teammates, and forced me to really focus on 
my boat handling. Team racing pushed me to 
be a lot more perceptive of everything going on 
around me, which improved my 
communication skills and increased my 
confidence in contributing to strategy in the 
boat with my skipper, Lenox Butcher C’20. 
 
After three weekends of honing our team 
racing skills at coed regattas, we participated in 
our first women’s regatta of the season, the 
Seahawk Women’s Team Race. There were 
winds of 15-28 knots on Saturday, and we 
performed in the breeze, as we won every 
single race of the day. On Sunday, the breeze 
was significantly lighter and our scores 

dropped back a bit but we still finished in a 
strong 2nd overall. Our team consisted of Ava 
Esquier C’20 skippering for Kelly Hanlon W’21, 
Amanda Majernik C’22 skippering for Laura 
Whelan C’20, and Lenox Butcher C’20 
skippering for me. 

 
After the next two weekends of fleet racing and 
one last team race, the Women’s Team Race 
National Invitational, we jumped full swing 
into the MAISA Women’s Championship, 
placing 1st overall in the conference 
championship for the first time in Penn Sailing 
history! Not only did we place first overall, but 
we impressively took wins in both A and B 
divisions, showcasing all of our hard work 
throughout the season. What I found most 
special about this win was that every member 
of our team sailed that weekend, and each 
contributed enormously to our overall success. 
In A division was Ava Esquier C’20, Kelly 
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Hanlon W’21, 
and Dana 
Hackett N’20 
while Lenox 
Butcher C’20, 
Amanda 
Majernik C’22, 
and I raced in 
B division. 
 
And finally, of 
course, there 
was Women’s 
Nationals in 
Newport, RI. 
The 
conditions in 
Newport kept 
us on our toes with winds often higher than 
forecasted, but the bigger breeze did nothing to 
faze us. Cutting finals qualification a little 
closer than we had wished, we finished 8th in 
our semifinal, yet maintained plenty of mental 
energy to attack finals. Ava Esquier C’20, Dana 
Hackett N’20, and Kelly Hanlon W’21 finished 
11th in A division while Lenox Butcher C’20, 
Amanda Majernik C’22, and I finished 6th in B 
division. We made sure to take good care of 
ourselves throughout the week with the help of 
Porter Killian E’22, designated Manager with 
our beloved recent graduate, Raemie Ladner 
W’19. With a clean slate going into Finals, we 
fought for each point through our last race and 
ended up placing 7th overall, a record finish for 
our Women’s Team. A division finished in 9th 
and B division finished in 7th, composed of the 
same sailors as in Semifinals. 
 
Another amazing accomplishment of this 
season is that four of our women sailors were 
recognized on the All-MAISA List: Ava Esquier 
C’20 as All-MAISA 1st Team Women’s Skipper, 
Lenox Butcher C’20 as All-MAISA 2nd Team 
Women’s Skipper, and both Dana Hackett N’20 
and Kelly Hanlon W’21 as All-MAISA Crews. 
I’m so proud of our women’s team and am 
beyond excited to keep this momentum going 
next Fall!  
 

 
This has truly been my favorite season on Penn 
Sailing to date. With the never-ending support  
and enthusiasm of our coach Isaac Clark, I have 
witnessed this team grow closer and stronger 
together, with an unquenchable thirst for 
greatness. We have proven ourselves time and 
time again and I can’t wait to get back sailing 
again with my teammates in the Fall. 
 

 

 
Congratulations to our athletes 
receiving all conference awards: 

 
ALL-MAISA Women’s Skipper: 

 
Ava Esquier C’20 (First Team) 
Lenox Butcher C’20 (Second 

Team) 
 

ALL-MAISA Crew: 
 

Dana Hackett N’20 
Kelly Hanlon W’21 
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Co-ed Team Report 
Emelia Bartusiak – W’21 

 
If I had to sum up the Co-Ed season in one 
word, it would be persistence. 	Persistence at 
workouts, persistence at practice, and 
persistence at regattas. 	 
 
Behind the scenes, we put in a significant 
amount of work in order to improve in team 
racing and fleet racing. 	This semester, we had 
two personal trainers lead us in workouts twice 
a week. I, along with everyone else, became 
much stronger with these workouts. 	Not only 
was everyone able to last a little longer during 
cardio, or lift a little more weight, but we 
became much stronger in heavy-air, an area 

which the co-ed team has previously struggled 
in. 	 
 
One of my favorite parts of this season was 
team racing. 	Before joining Penn Sailing, I had 
no experience fleet racing, let alone team 
racing. 	Last year, I had no idea what was 
happening during team race events and would 
just tack or gybe when my skipper said we were 
doing so. 	But, this year, I, and the rest of the 
team, learned so much more about team racing.  
We started our journey in the US Virgin 
Islands, where we spent a week over winter 
break focusing just on team racing. 	The entire 
team was united behind this effort, including, 
for the first time, the women’s team. Weekly 
meetings and practices solely focused on team 
racing led to significant improvement. 
Although our regatta scores did not reflect this 
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improvement as dramatically as we felt it 
internally, this season created a foundation for 
our “Institutional Knowledge” as Isaac calls 
it. 	We fought hard each regatta, and while we 
didn’t make it to team race nationals, I know 
that everyone is looking forward to building 
upon what we have learned.   
 
Our hard training did pay off as we finished 7th 
at America Trophy, which qualified us for 
Nationals in Newport, Rhode Island. 	The co-
ed team hadn’t qualified since 2016, when the 
now graduated seniors were freshmen, so it 
was exciting to have the opportunity to 
compete once again. Leading up to co-ed 
nationals everyone was extremely determined 
to succeed.  After watching the women’s team 
finish 7th during Women’s Nationals, we were 
ready to get out on the water. Since we had 
three days off during team race nationals, we 

were given an opportunity to squeeze in an 
extra few days of great quality practice in 
Buzzards Bay, where we were hosted by Tabor 
Academy.		
 
While we all fought hard during semis to make 
it to finals, we ended up falling just 6 points 
short of qualifying. While it was a difficult way 
to end the season, I know I speak for the rest of 
the team when I say that it only encourages me 
to work that much harder next year in order to 
keep these points from slipping through the 
cracks. 	I’m ready to train hard over the 
summer to get stronger, and work harder at 
practice during the year so that the co-ed team 
has not only another shot at nationals, but a 
shot at finals. Look out New Orleans 2020!  
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Freshman Experience 
Amanda Majernik – C’22 
 
The freshmen of Penn Sailing have had a year 
full of adventures and accomplishments: 2 
semesters of Penn classes, 14 weekends of 
regular season competition, 2 training trips, 
and 3 national championships. We came from 
all over: Hawaii, California, Kentucky, and 
Slovakia, spanning an impressive 7,686 miles 
across the globe. Even though we all had 
different experiences and challenges adjusting 
to college, we all found our places on the team 
and on the water and found ourselves united at 
the esteemed home of Penn Sailing, the 
Corinthian Yacht Club of Philadelphia.  
 
Freshman crews, Meghan Perez, Adam Hano, 
and Lauren Nguyen, all new to the sport of 
sailing, were thrown into a variety of foreign 
situations over the course of the year. Their 
spring seasons were jump started by an 

amazing winter training trip to St. Thomas, 
where we spent a week reviewing team racing 
basics and scrimmaging the Antilles team. 
Without the typical distractions of the day-to-
day college experiences this week gave our 
walk-ons an invaluable opportunity to dive 
into the sport and really begin to hone their 
skills. This momentum carried forward into 
spring break training at St. Mary’s where 
conditions proved breezy and bitterly cold. 
After learning to layer properly, the group took 
these challenging conditions in stride and 
spent the week working hard. Later in the 
spring season, when freshman members of the 
team were quizzed on team racing strategy, we 
impressed the team with how much we learned 
about the complex plays. One of Meghan’s 
favorite moments of the year was when we 
went “tanning” in our drysuits to pretend we 
were getting covered in sun instead of ice. 
 
Both trips were a springboard in particular for 
many of the newer crews and women’s sailors, 
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who hadn’t yet had the opportunity to team 
race at the collegiate level. My personal 
experience and knowledge of team racing, as 
well as that of other skippers and crews, 
skyrocketed as we continued to practice and 
compete throughout the spring. By the end of 
the season, Porter Killian, Meghan Perez and I 
were able to use our new found skills in 
competing at high levels in the MAISA Team 
Race League and the Women’s Team Race 
National Invite. I especially enjoyed the 
opportunity to team up with the other women 
skippers, Ava and Lenox, in the competitive 
Team Racing National Invitational at Brown. 
Throughout the ups and downs of this event, 
we were able to maintain a positive team 
energy and remain focused for an efficient 
debrief to learn from each race.  
 
My favorite regatta was the MAISA Spring 
Women’s Championship, where I got to crew 
in breezy conditions. Winning MAISA Spring 
Women’s was one of the most exciting regatta 
victories I have ever experienced. Our win was 

especially gratifying because it showcased all of 
the hard work the team has been putting in, 
and it set the tone for the Quakers going into 
Nationals. I was proud to sail for much of 
Women’s Nationals, an event myself and the 
team had looked forward to and worked for all 
year. Although the 4-day stretch was 
exhausting due to high winds and long days, I 
would never trade the experience of fighting 
the Newport current and waves for anything. 
Our 7th place finish following such a 
tremendous year-long effort excites me for the 
seasons ahead.  
 
After my first regatta at the Naval Academy in 
the fall, I was hooked on the energy that the 
team gave off. I felt at home among my 
teammates as we drove up to the Robert 
Crowne Center blasting ABBA’s “Take a 
Chance on Me”. After only a month I had fallen 
in love with the opportunities that Penn Sailing 
had given me. I knew that no matter what had 
happened during the week, I could always 
count on walking up to the van for practice to 

see 3 rows full of 
smiling faces. No 
matter how many 
problem sets I had 
due that week, I could 
always forget about 
them for a few hours 
and spend time with 
people who pushed 
me to be better. I can 
only hope that when 
welcoming the 
incoming freshmen 
this fall I can make 
them feel as supporte
d as I have felt 
throughout the year 
and be the smiling 
face to greet them 
after whatever the 
day has thrown at 
them.  
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Senior Report 
Nick Floyd – C’19 
 
When deciding where to continue my 
education and sailing through college, I was 
drawn in particular to the academic 
opportunities unique to Penn. Though Penn’s 
Sailing program was newer compared to many 
of the other schools I considered, I was 
optimistic about the team’s growth potential. 
While I initially felt as though choosing Penn 
forced a tradeoff between school and sailing, 
anyone who has followed the team over the last 
few years knows how the program has changed 
in terms of culture and commitment. Luckily 
for me, I got to experience both generations of 
this team, from its simple beginning to its 
record, current state.  
 
While Penn sailing had existed well before my 
time, when I arrived as a freshman, the team 
was a much more relaxed program and was 
student-run. At the time, team commitments 
were easier, and mostly optional. While this 
flexibility gave me more time in my university 
schedule, the team culture had been 
deteriorating slowly as team members felt less 
responsibility to participate. Despite the 
success we had at Nationals my first year, I felt 
as if the team were stagnating and sailors were 
losing interest. Beginning in the spring of my 
junior year, the team transitioned into a new 
era of dedication to the sport and to each other. 
It was not until then, when the team hired a 
full-time head coach and adopted a varsity 
regiment, that I experienced what I had been 
missing, and I realized how much these 
changes mattered. With the addition of a 
coach, there was an immediate rise in team 
moral and a sense of community which 
changed my experience completely. Not only 
did this new team dynamic provide me with an 
opportunity to see the results of hard work, but 
it also brought me much closer to my 
teammates. Spending all 5 of my previous 
semesters at Penn on a distinctly different 
team, I personally found struggle in parts of 
this transition. Ultimately though, this Penn 

Sailing was the Penn Sailing that I had wanted 
to be a part of when I was a freshman and I was 
not going to give up on this experience. On this 
new team, each person on the team was held 
accountable, and there was a level of 
responsibility which I had not experienced 
before. Previously, only those competing each 
weekend worried about the success of the 
team; now the entire team was engaged in each 
other’s successes.  
 
The sailing team had always provided me with 
an outlet away from the stresses of school and 
served as a place where I could unwind and 
spend time with my friends. While this 
experience was constant throughout my time 
at Penn, the feeling of being on a team was 
something that had only come about with the 
reformation of our program. Not only did I 
meet some of my best friends while on this 
team, but I have also gained real-life skills of 
time-management, organization, and work. 
While my experience on the team was very 
unique,	I will continue to cherish the ability to 
contribute to the growth of the team and watch 
it progress in the future. My hope going 
forward is that rising college freshman will now 
recognize and enjoy both the academics as well 
as the strong sailing program at the University 
of Pennsylvania 
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We would like to graciously thank the Esquier P’20 and Hackett P’20 families for 
welcoming us into their homes and treating us like family for 11 days during nationals in 

Newport, RI. 
 

We would like to thank the Floyd’s P’19, Weiner’s P’21, Hanlon’s P’21, LaForgia’s P’21, 
Esquier’s P’20 and Hackett’s P’20 for all welcoming us into their homes this year. It’s 
always such a source of comfort and joy when we pull up to your houses on a Friday 
evening. We could not compete at this level without all of your unwavering support. 

 
We would like to thank our home venue The Corinthian Yacht Club of Philadelphia for 

being a perfect home to us. We would also like to thank St. Thomas Yacht Club, The 
Antilles School, St. Mary’s College of Maryland, Connecticut College, and Tabor 

Academy for all hosting us throughout this year for training and practice. This service is 
invaluable to us and the sport of sailing. 

 
Photo credits to Rob Migliaccio, thank you for your always extraordinary work and time. 

2019 Penn Sailing Team Seniors, Max Slosberg, Raemie Ladner, Jacob Rhode, and Nick Floyd 
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For information, contact 
head coach Isaac Clark at 

ihclark@upenn.edu 
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